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Introduction  
Microsoft Office SharePoint Server (MOSS) 2007 is the next generation ƻŦ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ SharePoint 

technologies and replaces SharePoint Portal Server (SPS). With the release of MOSS in early 2007 

Microsoft now has many of the capabilities needed to offer an enterprise content management (ECM) 

suite. MOSS is also a development platform for building rich collaborative web applications. This is a key 

Microsoft marketing message. 

We will take a tour of MOSS and explore some of the core capabilities offered then review some of the 

business scenarios best addressed by MOSS 2007.  

A Tour of MOSS 2007 
Before we start exploring the six major areas of functionality 

provided by MOSS 2007 it is important to understand what 

Windows SharePoint Services (WSS) 3.0 is and how it relates 

to MOSS.  

First the Foundation: WSS 3.0 
WSS is the foundation for MOSS 2007 and provides some of 

the core ECM features. Included with Microsoft Windows 

{ŜǊǾŜǊϰ нлло, WSS provides collaborative features, platform 

services and a common framework for document storage 

and management, search, workflow, rights management, 

administration, and deployment features. Microsoft 

positions these services as the foundation for building business applications including their own MOSS 

2007. Microsoft SQL Server is the relational database used for storing all content, data, and 

configuration information used by WSS. You should only use the included Windows Internal Database 

for very small installations or evaluation purposes only. 

The following are the core platform services provided by WSS: 

¶ Storage and Repository Services: WSS provides a repository for lists, documents, metadata, and 

web pages that make up the content contained in a WSS site. Some of the big improvements 

with WSS 3.0 include item level security, Content Types, and extensible field types. When 

creating a new list item, the Content Type defines the template and associated metadata 

properties used. Other behaviors that can be associated with a Content Type include workflow 

to execute, the resulting actions, and retention and expiration policies. 

¶ Document Management: A WSS Document Library is a hybrid list that supports 

uploading/storing documents, document check-in/check-out, and document versioning (both 

major and minor versions). 



¶ Site Model with Provisioning: WSS uses a site model which supports rendering a web site using 

templates, providing navigation, and a visual blueprint. Sites can serve a general purpose, such 

as storing schedules, guidelines, files, and other information or a site may serve a more specific 

purpose, such as keeping track of a meeting, or hosting a blog. You add content to sites by 

adding lists and libraries, and pages. 

¶ Security Model: Permissions are set on sites themselves and the permissions for lists, libraries, 

folders within lists and libraries, items, and documents are inherited from their parent site. 

Assigning permissions on an item within the site will break this inheritance.  

¶ Application Programming Interfaces: WSS provides a rich set of services for customers and 

partners to extend and customize WSS including customizable property fields and forms, a rich 

ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ άŦŜŀǘǳǊŜέ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 

model for enabling customization to WSS sites. 

Collaboration  
The underlying enhancements to WSS 3.0 provide the core collaborative functions in MOSS 2007. I 

define collaboration as staying connected to the people, documents, and information user need to make 

well-informed decisions and get their job done. Collaboration capabilities include: 

¶ Mobile device access: This is a new capability that allows lists to be rendered appropriately on 

mobile devices 

¶ Wiki or Blog site templates are included and all lists and pages in MOSS 2007 automatically 

provide an RSS feed so users can subscribe to changes 

¶ People and Group lists 

¶ Email integration: Document libraries, blogs, discussion boards, calendars, and announcements 

can receive new postings via email 

¶ Task coordination: The new Project Tasks List template provides lightweight task management 

functionality including Gantt charts for visualization of task relationships and status. 

¶ Improved document collaboration: 

o The ability to check out documents locally 

o Offline document library support in Outlook 2007 

o Major and minor version numbering and tracking 

o Support for multiple content types  

o Policy, auditing, and workflow  

o Tree view support for navigating libraries 

Portals  
Think of the portal and personalization capabilities of MOSS 2007 as a series of additional functionality 

built on top of WSS 3.0. The intranet portal template provides topics and a site directory, and the means 

to target content to various audiences based on sets of rules. Users can search for people, including an 

expertise search, and then connect in a numbers of ways using the built-in social network support. My 

Sites shown below in Figure 1, provide a web based workspace where users can create information 




